life & style

life & style

Jennifer Margolin, founder of gift and flower specialist BYDEAU, at home on her comfy couch - ‘We all fight for the corner spot’

California dreaming
Rachel Read peeks inside the light and airy Happy Valley
home of Jennifer Margolin. Photography by Michelle Proctor
Tell us a bit about yourself — how did
you end up in Hong Kong?
It’s the classic Hong Kong story — husband
gets transferred for work and wife and kid
follow him. California is our family home; I
was a creative director in Los Angeles and
San Francisco, working on styling, trend
forecasting and conference strategy. In my
prior life, I had an event-planning company
(I’m a certified wedding planner), so flowers
and design have always been a big part of my
life and work.

Where do you live?
We live in Happy Valley and really love the
neighbourhood and feel; there have been lots
of new restaurants and shops opening over
the past year, which makes it fun. Weekends
here are the best; we walk down and get a
coffee in the morning from our local bakery —
something we would do in California.

What was your apartment like when
you first moved in?
It’s a 1,700 square foot, three-bedroom and

three-bathroom apartment that was bare and
ready for us to decorate. We moved all of
our furniture with us to Hong Kong and I’m
so glad that we did. We’ve switched some
pieces out since moving here but a lot of
our decor came with us and made the flat
instantly feel like home. The biggest challenge
was the limited space.

How would you describe your style?
I’d say I have a casual California vibe
happening; we lived by the beach in California

The deep-plums and blues of the dining room rug offset the lighter wall shades

and I really loved that indoor-outdoor style
of living. We want people to feel comfortable
in our home so there’s nothing too fussy, we
don’t want people to feel too intimidated to
sit down or touch everything. We have lots
of artwork we’ve collected from all over the
world; there’s a sunset shot of our old pier in
California that hangs in our entryway. It was a
surprise gift from friends when we moved, so
it’s very special to us. And of course now our
daughter is older I’ve finally been able to have
the large, white sofa I’ve always wanted!

How has your professional
background influenced your style?
When decorating my own home, I don’t feel
the need to update according to every new
trend. It’s easy to add pops of colour or new
cushions when I feel I need to update. For
me, it’s more important to have a home that
people feel comfortable in. I like nice things,
not at the expense of creating a stuffy or
uncomfortable space.

Take us through your colour
schemes…
Our living room is mostly whites with blues
and greens mixed in, whilst our dining room
rug has light-blue and deep-plum colours that
tie-in with our shoe cabinet in the hallway.
For the master bedroom, I used plum, offwhite and gold accents. For my daughter’s
room, she chose white with lavender and
blue tones. All of the rooms are designed to
play into each other — they’re all a little bit
different, but the colours all complement each
other.

Did you have to make any
compromise with the rest of the
family’s tastes?
My family is pretty easy-going when it comes
to decor — my husband just requests that it’s
not too pink or girly, so I try and keep it fairly
neutral.

Devilishly well-designed detail abounds
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The light-filled living space looks out over the greens of Bowen Road

What are your favourite features?
I love that our living room looks onto the
greens of Bowen Road. Our HD Buttercup
couch is so comfortable — we all fight for the
corner spot.

Tell us about your most treasured
pieces of furniture…
I found the purple buffet in our dining room
at an antiques store in California for under
US$100. I sent it to my furniture guy to give
it a lacquered look, choosing a deep plum
colour. Every time I look at it, it makes me
smile… I found a great piece of furniture at
a reasonable price and repurposed it, so
it’s one-of-a-kind. Our dining table was a
wedding present from my husband’s family —
it’s made many moves with us and still looks
brand new.

And what about favourite pieces that
you’ve added since moving to Hong
Kong?
The wall in our living room was bare for a long
time while I searched for some artwork that
would work there. I eventually discovered a
piece by Prudence Caroline at iDecorate and
fell in love instantly.

When decorating a space, what’s
worth splurging on and saving on?
Splurge on your bed and a good sofa. In
Hong Kong it’s also easy to get nice furniture
at a reasonable price.
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How have you combatted any
drawbacks in your space?
The lack of space was difficult to get used to.
We now have a rule that when new gifts come
in, we give something away to make room. I
clean out my closets every four to six months.

What inspired you to start BYDEAU?
I couldn’t find an easy, affordable place to
get flowers and gifts that were thoughtful but
not generic. We’re on a mission to create the
perfect giving and receiving experience.

What have been the challenges setting
up a business in Hong Kong?

Getting your storage priorities right

the water in your vase every other day. The
main thing is to choose flowers that make you
happy.

What advice do you have for others
looking to start a business here?
Make sure you really want it — it’s not easy,
but at the same time it’s so rewarding. You’ll
most likely miss out on things while you are
building it up, so make sure you have a good
support team of family, friends and colleagues
who understand. But when you overhear
people talking about your brand or see
customer pictures online, it’s the best feeling
in the world.

It’s been pretty easy. Since I’m new here, I’ve
had to network as I’m meeting new people
— in the States I had a database of contacts
so would have known exactly who to go to
for help and recommendations. The great
thing about Hong Kong is that people are so
open and inviting; it’s been fantastic meeting
other women entrepreneurs and having that
support system.

Can we have some insider tips
on creating the perfect flower
arrangement?
Make sure you let your flowers sit in fresh
water and become well-hydrated before
arranging them. Cut off any leaves below the
waterline, as these will create bacteria, which
shortens the life of your flowers. Also, cut
the bottom of the stems at an angle; this will
allow them to take on more water. Change

The deep-purple buffet is a customised antique from
California
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Jennifer recommends…
Happy Valley eats
Feather & Bone “for brunch and groceries”
Winner Building, 11 Wong Nai Chung Road,
2836 3789
Shanghai Lane “for the best dan dan noodles ever”
10 Min Fat Street, 2891 6629
Proof “for yummy sourdough bread and coffee”
14 Tsun Yuen Street, 6542 9788

Ap Lei Chau
red-cabinet.com.hk
iDecorate
Shop 926, Lvl 9, Times Square,
1 Matheson Street, Causeway Bay
idecorateshop.com
Tom Dixon
52 Hollywood Road, Central
tomdixon.net
1stdibs.com

Happy Alley “for a quick drink outdoors”
28-42 Yik Yam Street, 2576 9996

williams-sonoma.com

Interiors

onekingslane.com

hudsongracesf.com

HD Buttercup
2/F Horizon Plaza, 2 Wing Lee Street,
Ap Lei Chau
hdbuttercup.com
Bowerbird Home
8/F Horizon Plaza, 2 Wing Lee Street,
Ap Lei Chau
bowerbird-home.com
Red Cabinet
11/F Horizon Plaza, 2 Wing Lee Street,
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